I GLoBAL AIR CARGO DEMAND INCREASES BY 5.5 PERCENT

ey,

Total demand in global air cargo
markets, measured in cargo ton-
kilometers, increased by 5.5 percent
in July 2025 compared to July 2024
levels.

Accordingtodatafromthe International
Air Transport Association (IATA),
international operations recorded a 6.0
percent increase. Capacity, measured
in available cargo ton-kilometers, rose
by 3.9 percent year-on-year, and by 4.5 =
percent for international operations.
Middle Eastern carriers registered a
2.6 percent increase in demand, while
capacity increased by 5.9 percent year-on-year.
Source (Asharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)

ExpEcTATIONS OF ECONOMIC GROWTH RECOVERY IN SOUTH

KOREA TO 1.8 PERCENT

South Korea’s economy recorded its
lowest growth level this year, while
growth is expected to recover to
around 2 percent in 2026.

The average forecast of 41 local and
international organizations for South
Korea’s economic growth in 2026
reached 1.8 percent, which, if realized,
would represent a notable recovery
compared to the 0.9 percent growth
projected this year by the Bank of
Korea.

The Bank of Korea expects the
domestic economy to grow by
1.1 percent on a quarterly basis between July and September,
which could rank South Korea among the top 5 fastest-growing
economies out of 37 major economies. This positive outlook is
partly attributed to strong exports driven by higher demand for
semiconductors and a recovery in domestic consumption.

Source (Asharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)

I Saupi CENTRAL BANK ASSETS INCREASE TO $509 BILLION

The monthly statistical bulletin issued
by the Saudi Central Bank (SAMA)
showed that assets increased by about
60.7 billion riyals ($16 billion) in July
compared to the same period last year,
reaching 1.910 trillion riyals ($509
billion). However, central bank assets
decreased by 46.8 billion riyals ($12
billion) compared to June 2025.
SAMA’s data showed that the
Kingdom’s reserve assets fell to 1.665
trillion riyals ($443.7 billion) in July,
compared to 1.698 trillion riyals
($452.5 billion) in the same month last year, marking a 1.9 percent
decline. Meanwhile, the item “foreign currency and deposits
abroad” increased by 3.2 percent, reaching 602.5 billion riyals
($160.5 billion) in July, compared to 584 billion riyals ($155.6
billion) last year.

Source (Asharg Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)
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B Ecypr’s GDP GROWTH AT 4.5 PERCENT

Egypt’'s Deputy Finance Minister
Ahmed Kouchouk revealed that
Egypt’s real GDP recorded 4.5 percent
growth in the fiscal year 2024-2025, up
from 2.4 percent in the previous year,
supported by IMF-related reforms and
increased manufacturing activity.
Inflation, which had surged to a record
high of 38 percent in September
2023, has since declined, with urban
consumer price inflation easing to 13.9
percent in July from 14.9 percent in
June.
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budget, Egypt expects GDP growth of 4.2 percent.
Source (Asharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)

B Govrp Jumps 10 4-MonTH HiGH

Gold surged to its highest level in
more than four months, supported by
growing bets that the U.S. Federal
Reserve will cut interest rates this
month, boosting the appeal of the
precious metal. Silver also climbed
above $40 per ounce for the first time
in over a decade.

Spot gold rose 0.8 percent to $3,477.39
per ounce, marking its highest level
since April 23. U.S. gold futures
for December delivery climbed 0.8
percent to $3,545.50.

Meanwhile, spot silver increased 1.6 percent to $40.31 per ounce,
its highest level since September 2011.

Source (CNBC Arabia Website, Edited)

O1L Prices DEcLINE AMID CONCERNS OVER OutpuT AND U.S.

Tariffs
Oil prices retreated as concerns over

increased production and U.S. tariffs
weighed on demand, despite supply
disruptions caused by intensifying
airstrikes between Russia and Ukraine.
Brent crude fell 0.4 percent to
$67.18 per barrel, while West Texas
Intermediate (WTTI) crude declined 0.4
percent to $63.73 per barrel.

Markets remain uneasy over Russian

crude flows, as weekly shipments from ports dropped to their
lowest level in four weeks at 2.72 million barrels per day.
Source (CNBC Arabia Website, Edited)
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https://www.cnbcarabia.com/142243/2025/01/09/%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B7-%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B9-%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AE%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%81-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9

QATAR—GERMANY BUSINESS MEETING: STRENGTHENING TRADE

AND INVEStMENT

Qatar and Germany discussed strengthening trade and investment
ties during the Qatar—Germany Business Meeting held at the
headquarters of the Qatar Chamber of Commerce and Industry in
Doha.

Qatar Chamber Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani
praised Qatar’s economic relationship with Germany, describing
it as “a highly valuable partner for the State of Qatar.” He
emphasized the pivotal role of German companies in supporting
Qatar’s industrial development and technological modernization.
He affirmed Qatar’s keen interest in enhancing trade exchange
and boosting mutual investments with Germany across all sectors.
Qatar is among the largest investors in Germany, with investments
exceeding €25 billion, covering vital sectors such as automotive,
telecommunications, hospitality, and banking. He noted that
bilateral trade exceeded 6 billion riyals (about $1.6 billion)
last year, compared to 7.1 billion riyals in 2023, according to a
statement from the Qatar Chamber.

German Ambassador to Doha Hans-Udo Muzel stated that "Qatar
is among the largest investors in Germany, opening greater
prospects for cooperation and partnerships between the business
communities of both countries. Qatar Investment Authority (the
sovereign wealth fund) holds investments exceeding $14 billion in
leading German companies such as Siemens, Porsche, Volkswagen,
and Deutsche Bank, alongside 342 German companies operating
in Qatar."

Source (Al-Araby Al-Jadeed Newspaper, Edited
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